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Change of representation paradigm in the light of
semiotic consideration

Jo, Chang—Yeon

This paper aims to explain paradigm changes related to representation,
approaching the problem of representation and de-representation through
the lens of semiotics. Traditional semiotics explains representation as
imitation and replication, based on a metaphysical paradigm. On the other
hand, post-structural semiotics explains de-representation, based on
emotions and feelings, through the concept of similitude and presence.
The former underlines external similarity between objects and signs, while
the latter emphasizes internal similarity. When the representation paradigm
is transformed to one focused on epistemology, representation is
developed and falls into two categories: the cognitive and the neuron-
based non-representational. Whereas cognitive representation is revealed
through neurologically non-represented categories, patterns are distributed
through vector values and emergent networks consisting of vector values.
This change in the representation paradigm shows that attempts to
determine similitude between objects and signs has moved from the
external to the internal.

Keywords : representation, resemblance, mimesis, semiotics of representation,

representation paradigm, neural representation.
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