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Semiotic ideology:
A case study of cultural translation and the

intersection of anthropology and semiotics

Koh, Kyung—Nan

The purpose of this research is to introduce semiotic ideology and to
explore how empirical researches using this concept can help bridge
anthropology and semiotics and shed light on their intersection(s). The
concept of semiotic ideology builds upon the concept of language
ideology. Language ideology is understood as the various ideas and
beliefs people hold about language and language use and likewise,
currently, semiotic ideology is used to discuss the ideas and beliefs
people hold about signs and sign use. Using fieldwork data gathered
ethnographically on the semiotic translation or transduction of the
discourse of “sustainability” in Hawai‘i, this paper traces the linguistic
anthropological development of the concept, analyzes how semiotic
ideologies discursively mediate as well as orient indexical
meaning-making and sensemaking, and argue that the concept helps to
distinguish and thus associate the planes of sign and society. The
concept of semiotic ideology helps to demystify the process whereby
cultural semiosis occurs in relation to society, providing opportunities for

scholarly dialogue and collaboration between semiotics and anthropology.

Keywords : semiotic ideology, semiotic anthropology, cultural semiosis, transduction,
indexicality
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