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The change of romantic discourse in Korean melodrama
: A research on genre convention

Jung, Sa—Gahng - Kim, Hoon—Soon

Interested in evolution of film genre, this study analyzed five romantic
melodramas <My Wife Got Married>(2008), <Cyrano Agency>(2010),
<Architecture 101>(2012), <All About My Wife>(2012) and <A Werewolf
Boy>(2012) which were box office success lately. The study found that the
melodramas were trying to elaborate new narrative strategies in two ways.
First, the absoluteness of romance was weakened and the eternity of love was
denied compared to past melodramas. Second, recent melodramas focused not
on the process of falling in love and getting married but the relationship and
critical situation after the marriage. The marriage in romantic melodrama was
usually treated as the completion of love, however the fantasy was breaking.
The paradigmatic analysis showed that female characters became more
independent, signifying changes of gender performance, and male characters
was emerging as the principal agent in romance. Yet, still existing
male-dominated gaze in narrative showed that the recent melodrama could not
be free from patriarchical ideology. In conclusion, recent melodramas showed
the competition between discourses for love in Korean society and the
appearance of postmodern romance. The multiplicity of genres played an
important role in this change.

Key Words : Melodrama, Romantic love, Narrative, Genre
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