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A Study on the Aspects of Violences and its Semiotic
Meaning in Igong-Bonpuri

Shin, Ho—Rim

The purpose of this article is analyzing aspects of violences and its semiotic
meaning in Igong-Bonpuri. In narrative, violences do not mean just real
violences but mean something specific in semiotics space which occur the
transvaluation. This article would be able to point out that telling strategy that
deals with violences could be one significant way to read the world of Korean
myth.

In the narrative of Igong-Bonpuri, the first violence is occurred by the
interpellation from the heaven to Sahra-doryeong. Wongang-ami, a wife of
Sahra-doryeong, starts to be exposed by violences because not only
Sahra-doryeong but also the other male characters such as her son
Hanlakgung-i and the antagonist Jangja do give her lots of pains with cruelty.
It can be structuralized by the two oppositional dichotomy between assailant
and victim, which is also called male and female. In order to accomplish desire
of males, female character always has to endure the violence from male
characters.

However, reversal situations suddenly pops out when the last violence is
occurred. It does not mean a female character changes the fundamental
situation. It happens among male characters. At the end of narrative,
Sahra-doryeong and Hanlakgung-i defines the antagonist Jangja who reigns
the world of earth as an “evil’, and put him the guilt on which is also closely
related with two protagonists Sahra-doryeong and Hanlakgung-i who belong
to the world of heaven. It means the biased dichotomy occurred and it can be
described as new two oppositions, good and evil, heaven and earth, protagonist
and antagonist. The violences of protagonists is finally concealed and only
antagonist’s violence exists which becomes the fatal reason that antagonist has
to be removed from the world of narrative.
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This looks very political(and it is). The basic function of violence in the
narrative of lgong-Bonpuri is transvaluation. The structure of narrative is
based on the sequences of “separation-crisis-reintegration/disintegration.” At
the interstices of these three stages, violences always occurs and it takes a
strategic role in the narrative. It emphasizes the framework of Igong-Bonpuri
as a disruption and reintegration of hierarchy. It is described by the violence
between Sahra-doryeong and Hanlakgung-i who belong to the world of
heaven and Jangja who belong to the other side of the world, the earth. it is
highly conductive to the (re)structuring of value systems, the transvaluation
and this mechanism makes the narrative of Igong-Bonpuri as the narrative of
mythos, the myth.

Key words : Korean myth, violence, transvaluation, good and evil, mythos, semiotic

meaning
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