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Mythicality and Anti-mythicality of Hunminjeongeum

Song, Hyo—sup

The process of creating Hunminjeongeum described in Haerye version
of Hunminjeongeum shows a rule of signification by which a signifiant
represents a referent. In this article, I will suggest two types, the mythical
and the anti-mythical, that affect the iconic relation between signifiant and
referent, and consider how they are realized in Hunminjeongeum.

The mythical type is shown as Yin-Yang and the Five Elements Theory
and Three Elements Theory of Heaven, Earth and Man dominating the
thought of intellectuals at that time. It had became mythos, that is the
object of absolute belief, by connecting with the power of King at that
time. It is very metaphysical and involves a kind of grand narrative. It
is also the voice from the past in time and from China in space. It is
reflected in Hunminjeongeum’s letter system intactly.

Meanwhile, the anti-mythical type also affects the creation of Icon in
Hunminjeongeum. Even if Hunminjeongeum had been created from King
Sejong’s project, its intention seemed to be educational and practical. That
is the problem of that time, not of past time, and for common class, not
for ruling class. It can be considered as /ogos in that it had been planned
and processed at a real-life situation at that time. Some arguments
between King Sejong and liege Choi, Manri about the validity of
Hunminjeongeum also show that the creation of Hunminjeongeum had
involved the problem of critical logos. Above all, in that referents of
Icons of Hunminjeongeum are the figures of human vocal organs, we can
suggest that these Icons also implied an Indexicality implying actual
connection between voice and body. It can be considered as a
deconstrucion of metaphysics and grand narrative that had been dominated
by foresaid mythical type.

Hereafter, from time when Hunminjeongeum have been widely used,
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mythos of metaphysics and grand narrative that had dominated
Hunminjeongeum have been deconstructed and Hunminjeongeum has
become to realize its potential competence of pragmatic sign system for
the convenience of common people. Therefore, 1 expect that the cultural
potentiality of Hangul today can be realized by such tendency of logos
incessantly deconstructing mythos, that is one direction of mythosemiosis.

Keywords : Hunminjeongeum, mythicality, anti-mythicality, mythos, logos,

mythosemiosis, Icon
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