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Media representations of history, socio-cultural
context and ideology:
A semiotic and discourse analysis on TV drama 7he Secret

Door and film The Throne

Choo, Dakyung * Baek, Seon—Gi

The purpose of this study was to find out societal and cultural
implication of historical representation in media. There have been frequent
attempts to represent historical events in image media such as films and
TV dramas, and occasionally same events have been repeatedly
represented in different genres or even in same genres. This study focused
on the point that historical dramas intended to depict not only historical
facts themselves but specific view point from each work.

This study conducted a comparative study of a Korean TV drama The
Secret Door and a film The Throne, both of which were released in
2010s, representing a same historical event; known as the most tragic
conflict which King Yeongjo killed his own son, Crown Prince Sado, in
Joseon Dynasty. It applied semiotic and discourse analyses for each of
work to figure out their societal and cultural meanings.

As a result of this study, it could be said that The Secret Door
represented the resistant meaning against the corrupt hierarchy politically,
while The Throne showed the resistance against main with power and the
dominated social values. Meanwhile, The Secret Door represented the
inherence of dominant values such as Confucianism, Familism and
Heroism, whereas The Throne showed the doubt about dominant values
such as Confucianism, learning supremacy and Patriarchy which were
forced to follow by society and power. That is to say, political and
familial problems were separated in The Secret Door, so resistant meaning
was limited to political points. However, social and familial problems
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were not separated in The Throne, so the resistance was valid to both of
points.

It concluded that each historical representation could reflect current
societal and cultural contexts in which they were produced, and it could be
represented in various ways depending on each perspective. Perspectives on
history could not be fixed but have been changed.

Keywords : historical representation, TV drama, film, prince Sado, ideology
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