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Poetics and Politics of Hangeul Exhibition Medium:
focused on the exhibition analysis of the

{National Hangeul Museum)

Eom, Soyeon

This study is examined the meaning and value occurred with interacting
Hangeul and exhibition media through the exhibition analysis of the
<National Hangeul Museum(NHM)> in the view of museum studies and
exhibit semiotics. The <NHM>, Opened on Hangul Proclamation Day in
2014, it is the first national special Hangeul/ museum. There is also a
cyber museum, the <Digital Hangeul Museum(DHM)>, opened on Hangul
Proclamation Day in 2007. These museums have something in common,
that is, a government led-policy on the promotion of cultural industries for
the purpose of creating cultural nation in the era of globalization.
Therefore, the <NHM> is strongly aimed at promoting Hangeul to so
called the ‘National Killer Contents’ by stressing the cultural practicality
and utility of Hangeul, using its phonogramic superiority and scientific
characteristics of ‘Hangeul’.

According to the mission and political intention of the <NHM>, it is
formed the network of meaning about exhibit theme and construction. The
museum visitors have to experience ‘the things of museum subject wants
to show’, which is designed for the tool of representation, and to
understand its meaning. Because of a lack of artifacts, the <NHM> mainly
exhibits digital images, ‘a Paradise of Image’, so that it emphasizes a
‘National Image’ of funny physical experiences, rather than emotivity and
lesson. The signification layer of looking and performing highlights that
of the ‘hidden experience’ of ‘inter-space’ and the value of the museum.
Finally, 1 would rethink the value of the <NHM> by discussing ‘the
Poetics and Politics of Exhibit’ that resides in ‘New Museology’ which
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is regarded museum as a cultural element.

Keywords : Hangeul, exhibition, medium, signification layer, ‘poetics and politics of

museum exhibit’, National Hangeul Museum
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