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Tensive structure of discourse semiotics:
mainly on Sunwoo Hwi’s Flames

Hong, Jeong—Pyo

The objective of this manuscript is examining the tensive structure, the
essential and important tool of analysis in discourse semiotics(which was
established by Jacques Fontanille after passion semiotics), focusing on
Flames(1957) by Sunwoo Hwi, who won the 2nd Dong-In literary award.

First of all I have explained the tensive structure, and then the tensive
scheme, intensity and range, tension and discourse code. Then I have
applied these to Flames and analysed, to prove the potential and validity
of the theory.

Discourse semiotics intend to find the value system which has a form
of tensive structure inside the text, and understand the manifestation of
meaning from the change of the tensive structure, in other words, the
change of intensity and range. If the body is to experience the existence
as passion, the existence needs intensity to make the subject feel its
perception stronger or weaker, and at the same time, there must be range
of feeling, wide or narrow. Thus we can say the combination of degree
of intensity and range defines the degree of existence.

Change of characters’ attitude of reaction on life is manifested
prominently in Flames. The protagonist Hyun and his grandfather were
initially defensive and passive on life, but their manner later change into
more active and strong-willed life. I have found if this is expressed on
tensive scheme it will be ascending scheme of retrograde correlation, and
proven that tensive scheme can be applied for describing the transition of
characters’ consciousness like this.

Also, the theory of tensive structure can explain the non-verbal
manifestation inside text with tension and discourse code. If a certain
manifestation of semantics can be seized inside the text, it is because that
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manifestation functions as the code for formation of a system. Fontanille
categorized these codes into six kinds, found examples of them inside the
text, and proved that non-verbal manifestation can be explained with
tension and discourse code.

Given that the objective of semiotics is to prove the potential and
validity of theoretical hypothesis by applying it to the text, this manuscript
has its worth on proving the potential and validity of tensive structure, an
important idea of discourse semiotics, by applying and analyzing it to a
part of Sunwoo Hwi’s Flames.

Key words : intensity, tension, tensive structure, tensive scheme, orientation, range,

ascending scheme, direct correlation, retrograde correlation, descending

scheme
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