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Rethinking identity and research methods of legend

Oh, Sejeong

This article aims to identify the identity and to explore the directions
and research methods of the legend as oral narrative.

The identity of the legend can be obtained through the relationship
systems of those involved. First, in the relationship between oral literature
and written literature, the former, including legend, was defined only from
diachronic perspective. Second, in relation to the problem of power in the
field of literature and literary activities, legend is located in the periphery
and the minority. And paradoxically, in the field of legend research, the
object of study does not reflect the identity of the legend.

The legend as a genre has a distinct identity that distinguishes itself
from other literary genres, that is locality. Legend is the story that people
who have lived in sharing history and culture in a specific area have
formed and handed down through evidence. Research of legend should be
centered on the localities that appear in individual legend texts.

In this article, I did not presume locality for analysis of legend texts,
I tried to extract the characteristics of the local legends through
comparison with other regions, and to clarify the semantics based on these
characteristics. Legends are not a simple text that conveys a specific
message, but a code that forms meaning and image about people and the
area in which they have lived.

Key words : legend, locality, oral literature, oral narrative, sémes,

autocommunication, text, code, Eumseong Gun, filial legend
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