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Taboo, the semiotic analysis on the mechanism of
prohibition and transgression :

Tradition of Men and Commandment of God (Mark 7,1—23)

An, Yong Ju

We all pursue happiness. But if we try to exercise power with the
wrong premise (presupposition) in relation to taboos, problem will arise.
It is because Taboo is built on a basis: ‘not to have misfortune’ by
definition. The so-called classification of dichotomy such as sanctity
versus profaneness, purity vs impurity, the edible vs the inedible, what
can be said vs what can not be said, is one of the core tasks of Jesus
trying to overthrow in the Bible especially in the Gospels. Because this
system that gives its priority to the Law becomes a ruthless tool that can
reduce human beings into objects, not subjects at the slightest slip. What
solution should be prepared for our society in order to establish human
beings as true subjects, to stand as free human beings without being
forced by the mechanism of permitting and prohibiting human beings by
socio-political transgressive prohibition and control: this is the starting
point of this article.

In Mk 7,1-23, there is an opposition between the Pharisees, the Scribes
from Jerusalem (who want to oppress emphasizing the authority of the
Law) and Jesus who reveals the commandment of God that frees man
freely. But did the conflict only solve the problem? The semiotic analysis
on this text will show a kind of catharsis by the figurative course that
leads to the true encounter beyond the opposition. In other words, it’s not
a dichotomous distinction that produces conflict, oppression and
opposition(resistance). It will lead the reader to a third structure, namely
a relational structure that has context with each other.

The biblical semiotics adopted by the methodology of this article is a
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sect of semiotics that bible scholars created in Lyon, France. They are one
of the practical works of the school of Paris(Ecole de Paris). These
biblists were called the Lyonian school, sometimes called ‘Groupe
d’entrevernes’ sometimes ‘Ecole de Lyon’. They have developed and
studied on the theories of the figure and the figurative course focused
mainly in the Bible text. In particular the theory of ‘Figural’ which is
encountered at the end of the figurative course contacts with the subject
theory which is born at the end of reading. This semiotic reading is an
excellent tool that starts with the dichotomous structure through textual
analysis and will moves the reader to the relational structure through
dialogue with the text.

Keywords : taboo, happiness, misfortune, school of Paris(Ecole de Paris), signifiant,

figure, figural, enunciation, instance of the enunciation.
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