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24) Lacan, Séminaire XI, Les quatre concepts fondamentaux de la psychanalyse, Seuil,
1973, p. 163 =
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28) Lacan, Séminaire XX, Encore, Seuil, 1974, p.10.
29) Ibid., p.73.
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36) Lacan, Sémianaire XI, Les quatre concepts fondamentaux de la psychanalyse, Seuil,
1973, p.167.
37) Ibid., p.169.
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Father’s status :

Origins of prohibition and jouissance

Kim, Seok

From the psychoanalytic point of view, the father is the origin of desire and
jouissance. The position and role of the father can be clarified effectively
through the following question: What does it mean that the subject has a father?
Freud introduced the famous myth of the primitive father in Totem and Taboo.
The father is the being who invites children, through the taboo, not only to
desire, but also to violate the father's law. The father thus has two status: the
Superego and the Other. The Superego is oppressive, but it raises more guilt than
fear. Guilt is also a symptom of unconscious temptation for the subject who
wants to enjoy the jouissance that the father has forbidden. In addition, the father
is also the Other who introduces a lack into the subject by castration. This
castration is the prohibition of the Ding which is the symbol of the mother. Lack
arouses desire, and desire ultimately accomplishes a defensive function to protect
the subject by the distance of jouissance. The father makes possible jouissance,
because he is an exceptional being who enjoys total jouissance. The son like his
father wants to be an exception in fantasy, but it leads him into deceitful phallic
jouissance. But if the subject does not accept the lack and enters the Other, the
subject could disappear by the jouissance of the Other. Therefore, the father
should be accepted as a dead father(Name of the Father), and so we can create
a possibility of complementary jouissance, recognizing the lack of Other and
while maintaining desire. The two functions of the Father, the Superego and the
Other, are also two faces of the same plane in the topological space.
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