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3. Shu uemura Holiday collection 2013
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Plastic Semiotics for Construction of Sign System of Makeup
— Focusing on analysis of Advertisements on Shu Uemura—

Lee, Mi=Jin - Song, Chi—Man

The purpose of thisstudy isto e ucidate semiotic system of makeup whichis
a means to modify meanings of outer appearance. Makeup creates various
meanings based on the integrated structure called face through paradigmatic
modulation such as color, line and texture. In order to clarify sign system of
makeup, it is necessary first to limit composing units. With the claim that
plastic factors can independently participate in the production of meanings,
Martine Joly suggested categorization of them. This study used this
categorization in the limitation of plastic qualifications of makeup. However,
this study moved further than simply being satisfied with suggesting
connotative meanings of plastic qualifications and introduced the concept of
Jean-Marie Floch’s semi-symbolic system to suggest the aspects of meanings
inherent in individual makeup texts.

In order to verify that plastic factors compose semiotic system of makeup,
this study analyzed advertised images of color cosmetics brand * Shu Uemura
on the paper media. Study investigated if expression categories of plastic
qualifications appearing in the models makeup correspond with unique
categories of meanings and found out that various plastic expression
categorieswere used in the advertisements and that each text correspondswith
the unique category of meanings. It turned out that harmonious system
formation of qualifications produced unique meanings rather than significance
of certain factors among plastic factors of makeup. In addition, study also
partially confirmed Shu Uemura’ s visua identity through anaysis. It was the
characterigtics of Advertisements on Shu Uemurathat it at once consistently
contrasts plastic qualifications in terms of expression and creates mythical
subjects through harmony of contrasting factorsin terms of meaning.

Key word : semiotics, plastic sign, semi-symbloic system, make-up, Shu Uemura
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