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Perceptual Extension of Semiotic Reference

Hwang, Young—Sam

The issue of reference is one of the main issues through semiotics and
linguistic philosophy. In this paper the following questions are raised: what is
reference, what is the one referred to, and how they can be extended
perceptually. To access these questions two preliminary semiotic theories are
selected, and studied in the points above. That ultimate purpose of thework is
to comprehend the messages coming to us from many ways.

The two semiotic theories sel ected are the sign function theory by Hjelmdev
and the sign production theory by U. Eco. These are persistently on the same
structura ground in rel ationships between form and contents. Eco’ stheory has
been found providing a methodology for linking a sign and a perceptual
concept asareferent, by employing theway for merging the latter with thefirst
by converting the latter to semiotic object and putting the object to semiotic
process. Future works for developing semiotic reference theory have been
proposed.

key word : Reference theory, Sign production theory, Sign and percept, Architectural

semiotics, Urban semiotics
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