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A Peircean understanding to Levinas’ ethics of face

Park, Yeoungyu

In this article, browsing the thesis, “Ethics occurs, when looking the
face” I study the thesis using the way of Peircean semiotics and want to
disclose the feature of the problematic argument of the face ethics. It is
very important to understand Levinas’ face whether it is an individual or
particular face, or not whether it is only a duty based on the ontological
metaphysics. That is, the question of that his ‘face’ is God’s face or not
makes us to consider what the genuine general ethics is.

Using the way of the triadic interpretation of Peirce’s semiotics, icon,
index, and symbol, I want to show where the intertwined argument comes
from and how the argument can be solved. When we approach to the
nature of face with Peirce’s semiotics, we can find the significance of ‘his
face ethics’ and meet the process of looking face in the different horizon.
Considering that Levinas’ ‘face’ also has the meaning of transcendence in
the practically everyday meaning of it, I try to explain the face by iconic,
indexical, and symbolic faces.

While Levinas’ face primarily functions as an indexical sign, it also
does iconically and symbolically. So I find the possibility of solving the
problems of the argument through thinking the relation of different signs.
In conclusion, showing the example of the semiotic approach to the face,
I am sure that semiotics always would be valid to properly treat the old
way of doing philosophy, namely, the ontological metaphysics.

Keywords : Emanuel Levinas, ethics of face, process of looking face, Peircean semiotics,

icon, index, symbol
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