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A study of installation The Murder of Crows creating
sculptural and physical sound

Park, Young—Ju * Lee, Soojin

The development of sound technology, which began in the mid-19th
century, has changed the cultural paradigm that has long been based on
visual signs and texts. It can be summarized that the change of the sound
storage medium such as record, tape, CD, and MP3 developed in the
direction of guaranteeing the spatial-temporal freedom of listening and the
presence of original sound. On the other hand, the development of sound
reproduction technology represented by speakers is closely related to the
perception and interaction of listeners. In addition, the transition from
analog to digital has helped to increase the creative flexibility. In fact,
while the hearing is still a secondary role compared to a vision, which
is the dominant sense in the field of culture and art, with the convergence
of artificial intelligence technology, internet network and voice recognition
technology, the hearing is currently emerging as one of the major
mediating senses.

In this context, we would like to pay attention to works in which the
hearing sense plays a central role, not auxiliary means, by being used
independently. Janet Cardiff’s sound installation work, The Murder of
Crows(2012), while excluding all visual signifiers, conveys the
overlapping and disappearance of various sounds, the volume change, and
its resonance through the 98 speakers arranged in all directions. The
structure of the piece tries to connect juxtapositions that we experience in
the dream world. One soundscape moves into another with an electronic
dreamscape composition shifting into sound effects such as factory noises,
crashing waves or birds wings and then into a guitar and strings
composition then into a choir sequence and marching band. The overlap
of sound, music, and voice creates the depth of time and space, constructs
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the fiction world, and the audience experiences a sense of presence in the
space filled with sound. Through The Murder of Crows, we will examine
the signification of the sound signifier, how they affect the perception of
the audience, and how cognitive participation occurs.

Keywords : sound technology, sound installation work, The Murder of Crows,

acousmatique, point of listening
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