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Publication of ideological concealment in
satire cartoons on newspaper :
Based on Umberto Eco’s rhetorical method

Lee, Dong—Hyung * An, Cheung—0

Satire cartoons on newspapers connote social critical satire and
metaphor. This is in line with the concept of Umberto Eco’s
‘Concealment of Ideology.” This paper examines whether social cartoons
maintain their function of socio-political criticism based on the assessment
of semiotic analysis-’Ideology’s Manipulation and Concealment. As for
the research method, the researchers analyze satire cartoons through
‘Manipulation and Reveal of Ideology’ as Umerto Eco’s rhetorical
method. This paper broadens the research area of semiology and suggests
new analyzing method for satire cartoons.

This research confines research subjects to satire cartoons of The
Kyunghyang Shinmun and The JoongAng Ilbo on May 5th, 18th, and 25th
in 2016. This is because each company represents progressive journalism
and conservative journalism accordingly in Korea. The researchers choose
these three days because May 5th and 18th have socially profound
meanings: Children’s Day and Gwangju Democratic Movement Memorial
Day. As for May 25th, however, it has another meaning as an ordinary
day.

Satire  cartoons naturally contain ideological idea * discovery,
arrangement * placement, code transferring expression, and metaphor -
metonymy. These are argued by Eco’s semiology as 3rd level of rhetorical
manipulation. However, due to the nature of satire cartoons, the
researchers find that sharp ideological concealment tend to be expressed
rather mildly. In other words, it seems that Eco’s rhetorical arrangement -
placement or sharp ideological concealment by paraphrasing seems to
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have certain limitations. As satire cartoons always corporate pictures and
languages, those pictures can only display the limited concealment.

This paper will examine the ideological structure rather than
continuously occurring ideology in our society through satire cartoons.
The meaning of this paper is to show the concealed correlation in cultural
system and finding the value of social criticism and practice which are
ultimately changing reality.

Keywords : newspaper, satire cartoon, rhetoric, semiology, ideology, metaphor, metonymy
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