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Media, Myth, Storytelling
— Mytho—semiosis according to integration, separation,
and traverse of media

Song, Hyo—Sup

This article aims to describe how mytho—semiosis is realized in storytelling
according to the process of integration, separation, and traverse of media
respectively.

Firstly, where various media are integrated indexically, myths are strongly
created. Myths orated in shaman ritual are typical examples. It can be called
‘mythologization’. Secondly, where literacy has arisen, literal media tend to
eliminate their indexical relations with other media, and realize their own
literacy succinctly. Novels are their typical examples. It can be said that novels
realize ‘de—mythologization’ by deconstruction of mythical indexcality.
Thirdly, where new technological media has arisen, stories can be realized
freely traversing media. As media integration is realized in various media, the
indexical relations are reconstructed more strongly than ever. As media
consumers experience storytellings in various media, they come to believe the
virtual world in media as real and it creates an indexical relation between
consumer and media. It can be called ‘remythologization’.

As the relations among above three stages are not only diachronic but also
synchronic, we can designate the total figure of mytho—semiosis realized by
media—determined storytelling today.

Key words : media, myth, storytelling, mytho—semiosis, mythologization, demythologization,

remythologization.
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