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A  study  on  the  political  unconsciousness

and  symbolic  subject  expressed  in  the  contemporary  poem 

in  the  postwar  period

Lee, Min-ho

The characteristics of the contemporary poem in the postwar achieved 

quantitative achievements with two signified of ‘loss and restoration.’ 

But, heterogeneous features in the contemporary poem in the post war 

period have not been properly. 

The signifiers that are repeatedly represented in the contemporary 

poem in the postwar include splitting, fear and Utopian desire of the 

subject. Ultimately, it requires structuralization of unconsciousness. And, 

traumatic signifiers of a war require semiotic practices on the creation 

of meaning instead of seeking meaning of those signifiers. Thus, this 

study examined the contemporary problem which the poetic subject 

shares with readers together with the format analysis of texts. In addition, 

the study examined personal history, family structure, social and cultural 

symbolic order, political unconsciousness and personal unconsciousness 

at the same time. 

The subject of the postwar is ‘desiring subject. And, it forms annulations 

with destiny wandering in an endless labyrinth in search for ‘a lost 

object (objet a).’ In this point, the lost object is recorded in the 

unconsciousness. Therefore, it is revealed if any replacement phenomenon 

in terms of meaning is sought. The postwar ideology can be said as 

a ‘symptom sign’ as a fear adding to the subject.  In the first signifying 

process, a signifier ‘colonialism’ and another signifier ‘war’ are revealed 

in the process of metaphorical replacement process, and the second 

signifying process is demonstrated by a metonymic substitution between 
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a signifier ‘war’ and another signifier ‘postwar ideology.’

For Seo, Jeong-ju, the symptom sign as ‘fear of sound’ and For 

Kim, Chun-su, the sympton sign as ‘fear of phantom limb pain’ is 

expressed by the signifying process of two signifiers of loss of the 

subject as ‘colonialism’ and ‘war’ that must be premise of the 

contemporary poem in the past war period. The threat for expulsion 

which the subject suffered during the colonial period was connected 

to the sorrow and ugliness of the Korean War in related to the images 

of sorrow and ugliness. Therefore, symptom sign of ‘fear of sound’ 

for the subject is an ex post pathological sign which experiences of 

colonial life and war created.  

‘Familism’and ‘Liberalism’ in the poem of Seo, Jeong-ju and Kim, 

Chun-su in the postwar period shows the unconsciousness of contaminated 

subject and the dissolved subject in the colonial period as annulations. 

It reflects the social ideology to put self at the center of sacrifice in 

order to deceive past behaviors. Therefore, the signified of loss and 

restoration of the contemporary poem in the postwar is a narrative of 

unhistorical unconsciousness that was impaired by a narrative of familism 

and liberalism.  

Key  Word  :  desiring  subject,  objet  a,  unconsciousness,  symptom  sign, 

colonialism,  war,  fear  of  sound,  fear  of  phantom  limb  pain, 

familism,  liberalism


