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Semio‐epistemological  studies  on  the  evolution  of 

language

Youn, Sung-No

After the Société Linguistique de Paris had declared in 1866 not 

to admit any more writings on issues concerning the origin of language 

and Universal Language, it was indeed considered a sort of stigmatization 

to go against in the fields of semio-linguistic investigation until 1990, 

date of publication of a article by Pinker & Bloom, named " “Natural 

language and natural selection”. Since then things have much changed 

in the actual intellectual landscape. The goal of this paper is to take 

on this emergent aspect of social science in way of renewing the semiotic 

problematization and methodology. In doing so we discuss subjects 

such as general theory of language and conception of sign in its dimension 

of "matter", theories on genesis of language, two phases of reference 

in language evolution, animal communication, co-generation of language 

and gesture in development of child etc. The way we treat them is 

expected to offer an opportunity for us to emphasize the inevitable 

interdisciplinary nature of the field of language evolution on the one 

hand, and to argue the necessity for a semiotician to be involved in 

those subjects above mentioned on the other hand. Finally in leading 

our semiotic research from a evolutionary perspective, we hope to renew 

it in providing a room for interdisciplinary dialogue in such fields as 

linguistics, cognitive science, molecular biology, archaeology, 

evolutionary anthropology etc.
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