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Emblematic Gestures in Korean Comics for Education
by Won-Bok Rhie

Yo-Song Park

This paper outlines a basis for the semiotic approach to Comics,
mainly focused on Kinesics and Proxemics(proposed by Berlin
Gesturnary (R. Posner et ali.}). With respect to kinetic properties, we
examine various factors such as hand gestures, finger directions, arm
positions and the accompanied elements like mouth, teeth and kin etc.
With these features from a Korean Comics by WON-BOK RHIE, who
renders as a pioneer in the area of Educational Comics granted, we

hope to reconstruct Syntactics and Pragmatics in Comics.

This investigation has, of course, a firm foundation in former findings,
for example, Berliner Lexikon der Alltagsgesten(2000), Handbuch der
Semiotik(2000), Serenari(2000), HSK-Semiotik(1996/1999) and so forth.
Consequently, it is necessary to probe other relevant accomplishments
from different areas such as Drawing and Painting (B. Duc 2002), History
of Cartoons and Animation(Seong 2001), Ethology (Eibesfeldt 1990) etc.
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In this context, the numbering of fingers, palm, movements with arms
like stretching or bending seem to play a significant role in the
construction of the universe of kinesics realized in comics. On the basis
of these factors, we propose here a framework for further discussion,

which ranges from the level of morpho-syntax, via semantics to

pragmatics.

gHoj: wA 7)3 3 media semiotics, F3+ 7] 2.8} semiotics of space,
oA} 7] 3 8}visual semiotics, & -body, 3H&-& pragmatics.
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