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The Dialectic of Eve’s Body

——Woman’s Body in Korean Feminist Novel

Kim Mi-Hyun

Generally, women who are connected to ‘body’ have been belittled
by men who are related to ‘mind.” Moreover, the woman's natural body
has been regarded as irrational and uncivilized. Especially because of
the absence of penis the woman’s body has gradually been degraded as
a body of deficiency and deprivation. In this state, the woman’s body
can only exist as a alibi that outweighs the importance of the man’s
body. Therefore, to reconsider all these prejudice against the woman’s
body, four feminist novels are analyzed in this study.

In the novel, ‘For the Body,” Gong Sun-Ok mainly describes about the
process of how the woman’s body becomes and obscene and
contemptible subject through a discourse about menstruation. Gwon
Jee-Ae talks about the lost of woman’s identity through the destruction
of body in her novel, ‘Eel Stew.’ Likewise, in Fun Hee-Kyung’s novel,
‘The Butterfly in the Dust,’ the image of a woman that can be bisected
into ‘Maria’ and ‘Eve,’ is being criticized on the premise of isotopy

between the virgina and the lips. Lastly, Han Kang relates the feminist
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ethics, care and thoughtfulness, with nature in the eco-feminist view in
her novel, ‘The Seed of My Wife.’

Taking these into consideration, the woman’s body can easily be
treated as a monster. However, this is merely a distortion from the man’s
view. Like Mobius strip, the woman’s body is multiplex, dimensional
and complex. It can also be a productive body, which can convert a bad
situation into a good one in the sense that the woman’s body refuses the
idea of being fixed and unified. Therefore, the woman’s body should be
perceived as a sign of ‘becoming’ rather than ‘being.’

d4o]: §= A4 Korean feminist fiction, «43¢] & woman’s
body, ¥7 menstruations, A< uterus, & lips, A (o ZH w0

Z) nature (eco-feminism) .



