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Meanings of ‘Woman'’s Body’ in Korean Society
—A Discourse Analysis on TV Programs of Young-Ja Lee’s Accident

Baek Seon-Gi & Shon Song-Woo

The purpose of this study is to investigate meanings of ‘woman’s
body’ in Korean society. In Korean society, in general, women are
forced to be ‘beautiful’ with pretty face and tiny body shape. They are
normally judged as their outlooks and body lines, not as their experts
and capabilities.

Recently, one accident happened to occur in the field of Korean mass
media. One famous woman comedian, named as ‘Yong-Ja Lee’ whose
trade mark was ‘fat comedian’ lost weight successfully to get a beautiful
body shape. But, in the respect of ways of losing weight, she and her
medical doctor fell down into struggle and conflict. She insisted that she
lost her weight by fitness activities only. But her doctor argued against it,
and insisted that she was treated by medical care, especially medical
surgeons. Finally it was revealed that she get some medical cares
included medical surgeon. She disappeared at the field of mass media
just after it came out.

The authors tried to investigate what kinds of discourses had been
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made to deal with this accident, what kinds of treatments mass media
did in covering her hefore and after she lost her weight, what kinds of
meanings were implicated in this accident, and what kind of meanings
woman's body would imply in Korean society.

In order to answer these invested questions, they selected three
programs of Korean main television stations: that is, one program of
MBC, and two programs of SBS. These programs were analyzed with
semiological methods and discourse analyses. Expecially, they were
analyzed in detail by a lot of discourses; for example, medical discourse,
industry discourse, gender discourse, sexuality discourse, body
discourse.

As results, first of all, it was found that the beauty of women was one
of the important factors in Korean society. Beautiful face, body and body
shape are most important parts for women's lives to compete with male
colleagues. Secondly, all of these beauties are importantly judged as
necessary factors for getting marriage. The beauties and tiny bodies are
strongly forced to women to get attractives for men. Thirdly, diet, fitness,
and health are important for women to get beautiful body lines and
shapes. These fields have got into business and industries, Fourthly, in
Korean society, women are getting more judged as her outlooks, not as
her inner capabilities.

In conclusion, the women of Korean society are getting more stick to
their beauty, body, and outlooks. It means that they are judged lower

than men in many respects.

gHol: 34de] & o]gAt AR, TololE, olgTiE, 7 dF, &9
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