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A Research on the Interpretation of Folk Customs
—Focusing on the Image of the Border and the Method of Divinity Creation

Hwang Rusi

A characteristic of Folk customs is the reiteration of content in several
different forms. It has a structure to strengthen the content and integrate
it into the daily lives of individuals via the co-existence of folk stories,
actions and plays. This thesis, verifies the hidden meaning behind the
image of the border and the ritual that creates a divinity and focuses on
this characteristic of reiteration.

The border does not belong anywhere in realm of the past or future,
and does not refer to a place: it is neither here nor there. However, the
image of the border can be categorized in time and space. The Time
border usually refers to the last day of December or the day before the
Full moon in January(in lunar calendar). Folk customs that aim to pass
the dangerous and divine border of past and future include: Folk stories
that warn that ones eyebrows will whiten if one sleeps on the last night
of December; Folk activities such as hanging Bokjori in the last night of
December or hang Che or Kito prevent Yakwangguimad night ghosts);
and to play burning Daljip, stepping on bridges or fighting in groups for
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entertainment. Village rituals, referred to as Dongjes, are mostly offered
either at the beginning of the year or the night of the Full moon in
January as people regard the time border important. The Space border is
of particular importance which is evident from Folk stories warning not
to step on a door sill, and stories which talk about the gods that protect
the entrance of villages, such as Sunangdang, Jangseung and Sotdae.

The most commonly used methad to create divinity is to enclose an
area with a Keumjool (a rope for prohibition). Once an area is enclosed
by the Keumjool, divinity is guaranteed for that space for a fixed period.
Moreover, the divine spaces can be created by Jishin-bapgi, Doldori and
Bangsoo-bapgi.

It is very difficult to identify the meaning of the Folk customs
mentioned above as they melt into the daily lives of people. However,
this study finds that Folk customs were meticulously arranged, repeated
and emphasized to safely pass through critical moments in life and

glorify the experience of life.
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