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Conflicts and Ideological Meanings
in Korean Television Drama
— A Semiotic Approach on Drama ‘A-fJum-Ma’ of MBC

Seon-Gi Baek & Seung-Hee Kim

The purpose of this study is to investigate what kinds of conflicts
would be represented and what kinds of ways of resolving them would
be suggested in television dramas. And it also concerns what kinds of
ideological meanings such kinds of conflicts and resolutions would
implicate in the Korean society.

For this investigation, the authors selected a very popular drama and
analyzed it on the basis of three research questions as follows; ‘how to
represent various struggles and conflicts among couples, families, lovers,
friends, colleagues, professors, etc.” ‘what are ideological meanings of
these struggles and conflicts’ ‘what kinds of implications the drama
would bring out in Korean society’ etc.

In order to answer each of these research questions, the authors
selected a drama titled as ‘A-Jum-Ma(Aunt in English)’ which was very
popular from Sept. of 2000 to Mar. of 2001, and analyzed 54 episodes
among whole of the drama. They analyzed each of episodes with

semiotic research methods; ‘syntagmatic’ ‘paradigmatic’ and mythical
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research methods.

As results of this study, first of al, it was found that there were a lot of
struggles and conflicts in the drama; for example, ‘husbands vs. wives’
‘mothers-in-law vs. daughters-in-law’ ‘higher-educated people vs. lower-
educated people’ ‘rich people vs. poor people’ etc. Secondly, it is very
an interesting point as well as a controversial point that this drama
represents and suggests a sort of new different direction in such kinds of
struggles and conflicts, comparing with the prevalent trend in Korean
society. For example, the middle-aged women normally called as ‘A-
Jum-Ma’ in Korean language began to counter against their husbands’
bad behaviors, and asked for divorce and got out of their homes. They
also had no reluctancy of looking for another love affairs. This kind of
attitude was a newly represented one, comparing with the old one that
they normally tended 10 keep their homes very firmly even though their
husbands behaved very negatively. Thirdly, in this drama, lower-
educated people were represented more honestly and good-mannerly
than higher-educated people. Fourthly, rich people with higher
professionality were portrayed more negatively than poor people with
low professionality.

Likewise, this drama represented sort of new directions as well as
reverse direction, in specific cases, of struggles and conflicts in Korean
normal lives. It means that this drama tried to show and suggest new
ways of lives in Korea society. In short, in spite of serious and furious
counter-attacks, this drama tried to challenge the predominant mythical

perceptions in the society and suggest new mythical perceptions.
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