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Understanding Advertising Texts
through Hand-Gestural Signs

Kim, Young-Soon

The field of communication includes the study of meaning, the study
of how people convey ideas for themselves and one another, through
words, gestures, objects, or in other ways. The advertising text is a good
example of studying communication. Traditionally it is believed that
semiological analysis of the advertisement was pioneered by American
philosopher Charles Saunders Peirce(1839~1914). On the most basic
level, Peirce constructed a triangular model to illustrate the interaction
between what he termed sign-object-interpretant. In this context, a
‘sign’ refers to anything from which meaning is generated.

In this article the research topic is the meaning of hand-gestural signs
in the advertising texts. The hand gesture is one subclass of gesture,
plays a important role of nonverbal communication area. As currently
studied, nonverbal communication is parsed into a series of channels or
types of behavior generally confined to movement of various body parts
(such as facial expressions, eye gaze behavior, the amount of space

between participants in an interaction, the using of touch) having little
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impact on one another. The hand gestures use as the cooperation with
verbal expressions, and have the following communicative characters:
1) emotion expression, 2) information transferring, 3) indicating, 4)
request & asking, and 5) evaluation.

On the basis of this classificational concept, 10 advertising texts are
analyzed in this paper. If the hands is located upper part of the shoulder
and the outside of body, then this gesture has the meaning of the
emotion expression. By contrast with it, the information transferring
gestures have the position ‘under shoulder' and the inside of body. In
addition, there is the interesting phenomenon: If the end of hands is far
from body, directing discussion partner, then this gesture looks the
active appeal. This results contribute to the explanation of the relation
among the object, the advertising text, and the consumer.
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