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Decoding Space Semiotics in Dosan Seowon

O-Ryoung Lee

Basanimsu is the key concept for the architecture of traditional Korean
houses. The concept is a kind of pungsupeng-sui in Chinese theory.
According to the concept, if there is a mountain at the back and a water
in front, the site is a good place to build a house. As the concept shows,
space is more important than a house itself in traditional Korean
housing. In other words, architecture can achieve its significance not by
substance, or houses but by space related to the houses. Therefore
understanding traditional Korean architecture requires semiotic approach
that needs relationalism rather than substantivism.

The space code of Basanimsu does not merely present material
confrontation between mountains and waters. It also presents the
complex binary code of front vs back, verticality vs horizontality, and
mobility vs immobility.

Muitiple and systematic code of living space can be seen in Seowon
which served as Confucian shrine and academy in Joseon

Dynasty(1392~1910). The layout of the buildings in Seowon and its
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surrounding natural environment are good indicators to understand the
space code of ﬂme Confucian culture in Joseon Dynasty.

Among many Seowon, Dosan Seowon is the best model for finding the
code. It was built by Teogye who is one of the greatest Neo—Confucian
scholars in Korean history. His academic achievements and constructing
the buildings are the text of Neo-Confucian discourse, and the
spacenatural environment and exact site for the buildingsis the meta-
text.

Therefore, signifie of Confucian culture in Joseon Dynasty can be
decoded by revealing signification between significant such as the
buildings and their layout in Dosan Seowon.

Dosan Seowon can be divided into seodang(academic space) and
sadang(enshrining space). Teogye built the academy and, after his death,
his disciples built a shrine in memory of Teogye. Examining the layout
and structure of Dosan Seowon leads the fact that the space code of the
Seowon consists of binary code of signifie and sifnfe like language.

With Dosan Seowon as the model, the codes of other Seowon, and
finally the code the whole Eastern culture can be deciphered. And new
semiotics can be established through binary fusion instead of binary
opposition, and through newly created code beyond binary code. Space
semiotics is expected to offer a new view and a new model for
semiotics which has been dominated by the language model of

Saussure.
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