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Culture and Sign

—A case of web-based instruction

-Woo Park

The aim of ‘Culture and Sign’ is to find out signs in our everyday life and
to understand how they can be interpreted. It relies on the Semiotics for
epistemological frame. ‘Culture and Sign’ is believed to be a model-course
of web-based instruction because of the isomorphism between the contents
and methodology.

The course consists of 4~5 stages each week. A brief introduction and
basic contents are presented by Power Point slides with voice and video.
The second and/or the third stage are assigned to main texts with
illustrations or subject-images. In the next stage, the students find some
related links on the WWW. In the final stage, the students are given some
topics to discuss or some questions to answer.

To ensure a successful web-based instruction, there are some conditions
to meet. Since it is basically a self-learning course, the students’ motivation
should be maintained and enhanced. As it requires far more preparation,
often technological, motivation in the part of the instructor should be

maintained. When the solution adopted or the contents of the course are
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not accurately designed, communication between instructor and students
would fail. Among those conditions, the most important is to keep in mind
that digital-being, another being of ourselves created by the cyberspace, is

far different than those beings encountered in the reality.

gl 715, #5}, 7ME A, § 719w, Aloly) Amjo] &

252



