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Ecological Crisis and Eschatological Imagination

Wook-Dong Kim

This article attempts to investigate ecological and/or environmental
crises in terms of eschatological outlook. Based on the assumption that
within the next hundred years human beings will probably experience
climatic conditions in which no human has ever lived before, it argues
that in order to survive the eco-catastrophe drastic changes should be
made in our way of thinking as well as our way of living. This article
treats itself with some environmental discourses in general and what has
been called “green” poetry in particular. It discusses how some
contemporary Korean poets have responded to environmental issues
that have been raised not only in the Korean peninsular but in the
global village as well. Works of such poets as Kyung-Rim Shin, Seung-
Ho Choi, Moon-Jae Lee, Seung-Ha Lee will be discussed. This attempt
will pave the way for establishing a new literary genre that may be

somewhat loosely termed “eschatological literature”
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