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Discourse in Semiology of Music

This article is written for surveying the features of sign units in
different hierarchies in music, In language, the hierarchies are of
phoneme, word, grammar, semantics, metaphor and discours. The
hierarchies of music is not clearly exposed its identities as in language.
We could consider that musical hierarchies have some analogy with
language, interval with phoneme, melodic fragment with word, phrase
as sentence, section as chapter, whole work as discourse. I tried to study
terminology of music, indicating hierarchical levels and then focus on
the discourse level of music. The structure of discourse of music is on
my opinion derived from and depend on that of the structure of
discourse in social event as in evening party of high society or as in
lecture for private room or class. Most available example in this case is
solo concerto in classical period: as it were, exposition of orchestra(first
exposition), exposition with solo instrument(second exposition),
development, recapitulation, coda are reflect introducing(ex.1),
speech(ex.2) and unfolding(dev.), conclusion(recap), gazing into his
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face in respect and applaud(coda). This kind of structure is common
and familiar in musical discourse. In this case, there is no consistency
from low to high hierarchy in musical sign units, from fragments of
melody to discourse of whole work. But there is pieces having
consistency from low to high in sign units, Not so common, but J. §,
Bach’s prelude(No. 5 in D major, Book I) is good example in such a
case. The last part of this article is devoted by this analysis.
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