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Yi Sang’s Mirror Texts,
Geometrical Signs and Abjection

This paper employing the subject theory of Jacques Lacan and
semanalysis of Julia Kristeva analyses mirror texts-Mirror, The Crow’s Eye
view Poem # 15- of Poet Yi Sang who is counted as the foremost
experimental poet in 1930’s. Lacan’s model of self formation as I
involves three interlinked orders-the imaginary, the symbolic and the
real. The imaginary phase comes with the child’s recognition of itself in
the mirror, when it sees itself for the first time as a coherent entity, rather
than some fragmented, ill-assorted jumble of fleshy odds and ends. In
mirror phase, child found the psychic Gestalt, geometry of Ego, the
matrix within which the Ego will take place, but that unity of ego is
illusory, an ideal of integration. From the imaginary, the child emerges
into the symbolic-the world of culture, of language, and in particular the
world of signifiers. It is the realm of the culture in which the human
subject comes into existence, a world ruled over by the symbolic ‘Name
of the Father, which acts as an world of law. In what Kristeva terms the

‘semiotic,’ the child has no sense of itself as possessing an identity
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separate from its mother, and therefore perceives no need for a means
of communication between self and other. However its existence . is
regulated by physical drives, pulsations and impulses which the child
gradually learns to order and control. For Kristeva, language is not fixed
system, but an on-going process, since meaning is generated out of the
dynamic interplay between semiotic and symbolic. In poetic discourse,
the semiotic’s dominance is manifested through rhythm, syntactic
irregularities and linguistic distortions such as metaphors, metonymy,
irony, paradoxes and musicality. Since the semiotic is identified with
mother (kbora), there is a necessary gesture anterior to that first
formation of uncertain frontier in the mirror phase, a prior demarcation
of space. In so far as geometry is science of boundaries, we might say
that the origin of geometry is in abjection. The first object of abjection is
pre-oedipal mother(semiotic woman) in the partriarchal scheme ruled
by the phallogocentrism.

In Yi Sang's mirror texts, we can see the poetic ego finds psychic
Gestalt and geometry of Self through the mirror. Through the fantasy of
a stable identity, facilitated by its specular identification with its own
mirror image, it is able to position itself a subject within the space of its
body. But that's only a specular and psychical illusory construct at the
conscious level, poet also wants to express the deep. resentments of
obtaining the subjectivity by only specular images. The spatial qualities
of the physical mise-en-scene are clearly non-Euclidean. This feeling of
losses, alienation, desire to be self annihilation, aggressivity and
dismemberment of body is the desire to return to the pre-subject, pre-
mirror stage before accepting the psychic gestalt and geometry of ego
from the mirror. Poet wants to express the desire to return to the some
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fragmented, ill-assorted jumble of fleshy odds and ends before the
mirror phase in the geno-text level. Therefore his text is full of word
play, irony, paradoxes, glossalalias, musicality, deconstructive devices,
topological deviations using the geometrical signs and numbers.
Applying to Kristeva’s concept of abjection, this paper examines the
hidden connection between anti-Euclidean geometry and Abjection.
Abjection is exclusion, casting out the unclean and improper body to
establish the Ego(oedipal, social, symbolic). The exclusion of the abject
is one of the precondition of the symbolic and accepting the geometry
of Ego. In Yi Sang’s text, poet wants to recall the oppressed, abjected by
the Reason, Logophallocentrism and Euclidian geometry. The categories
of the Abject is dirty woman in betweenness, corrupted body in
sickness, blood, sperm, corporeal waste, sexual organs, fantastically mad
woman, the corpse. Yi Sang intends to destroy and transgress the
symbolic order(Phallogocentrism, Confucianism, Hyo # Ideology,
Euclidean Geometry) and expels the stable ego by recalling the abjects.
So Yi Sang transforms the geometrical signs which are guardian of
Reason, symbol of Logophallocentrism into the abject, obscene sexual
organs in the text. By those poetic devices, Yi Sang expels the
transcendental ego, name of the father in his subjectivity and then brings
the semiotic jouissance into the text by producing an carnivalesque

experimental discourse.
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