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2) Raymond Firth, Symbols: Public and Private, Tthaca: Comell University Press, 1973, p.
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3) Clifford Geertz, The Interpretation of Cultures, New York: Basic Books, 1973, p. 14,
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4) Walter A. Koch, Bvolutionary Cultural Semiotics: Essays on the Foundation and
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Studienverlag Dr. Nobert Brockmeyer, 1986, p. 10.
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5) Eric W. Rothenbuhler, Ritual Communication: From Everyday Conversation to Mediated
Ceremony, Thousand Oaks London New Delhi: Sage Publications, 1998, pp. 16~19 &%,
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8) Roy A. Rappaport, Ritual and Religion in the Making of Humanity, Cambridge
Cambridge University Press, 1999, p. 24.
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9) Rappaport, ¥9| ¥, p. 32.

10) Thomas A. Sebeok, ed., Encyclopedic Dictionary of Semiotics: Tome 2, Berlin—New
York —Amsterdam: Mouton de Gruyter, 1986, p. 1028.

11) Groupe dentrevemes, Analyse sémiotique des textes, Lyon: P. U. L., 1979, p. 43.
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The Semiotics of Transcendence:
A Reading of Ka-rak-kuk-ki(The Story of Ka-rak)
from the Sam-kuk-yu-sa (The Stories of Three Kingdoms)

Song Hyo-Sup

One purpose of this paper is to describe the process of signification
found in Ka-rak-kuk-ki. One part of Ka-rak-kuk-ki concemns ritual and,
in that part, there is a song named Ku-chi-ka(The Tortoise Song).
Therefore, we can interpret Ku-chi-ka within the frame of ritual, ritual
within the frame of Ka-rak-kuk-ki and Ka-rak-kuk-ki within the frame of
Sam-kuk-yu-sa. In this process, we can show how one code produces
another code in the text.

However, we can postulate another region beyond this codification
that I call “Transcendence.” This has the power to affect the signification
of the text. It is not decoded easily, so it seems to be disseminated
throughout the text. Another purpose of this paper is, by revealing that
dissemination, to show that Ka-rak-kuk-ki is a symbolic discourse that
can not be interpreted completely.
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