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An Ecological Consideration of Urban Youth in Kim Ae-Ran’s
"Mouthwatering;

Ma, Hee—Jeong

The protagonists of 'Mouthwatering; reveal their exclusion from the
center of the city and the academy, and their separation from the library
and the rented room. In other words, in the academy, the library, and the
rented room, the protagonists are isolated, alienated, or abandoned as they
live a passive life without agency. This is operationalized as a physical
symptom, which reveals a chain of physical abnormalities as physical
fatigue overlaps. In the case of ‘her’, the cause is helplessness and chronic
stress brought about by the excessive capitalist competitive society, and
in the case of ‘junior’, negative childhood experiences and psychological
trauma. Junior confides in her the secret story of being abandoned by her
mother, but is eventually abandoned by ‘her’ as well. At this time, the
deficiency and wounds do not heal, and every time she is separated from
someone close to her, drool comes and disappears.

The protagonists, who represent the urban youth of this capitalist
society, are unable to adapt harmoniously to the urban ecology, relate
well, and communicate with each other. Based on the foundation of
capitalism, social relationships have the structure of exploitation, and
personal relationships have an abandonment structure. When a capitalist
competitive society oppresses one individual, the oppressed individual is
unwilling to welcome another. Rather than hospitality, they feel more
comfortable in separation. Despite the difficult situation inside and
outside, the protagonist does not give up her uneasy life easily and
continues to endure it, which is the ecology of young people living in
capitalism.

First, junior is a drooling after each repeated meeting and parting,
symbolizing that the pain and wounds of parting are deeply imprinted on
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her body. However, the junior continues to attempt to share the
relationship by sharing a piece of gum with the heartbroken other. Next,
‘she’ chews the gum left by the junior after she leaves, which symbolizes
finding common ground and dreaming of community and solidarity. On
the surface, the gum symbolizes a disparate other that cannot be
swallowed and cannot be mixed, but on a deeper level, her act of chewing
the gum left by the junior is a reflection on the junior’s wounds by
standing in the junior’s shoes once again, and recognizing that the junior
is herself.

Keywords : Exclusion, Separation, Physical symptoms, Capitalism, Psychological trauma,

Urban ecology
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