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A study on the narrative strategy of a YouTube music video
toward the global content market:
Focusing on the narrative of the YouTube music video
<Naatu Naatu> derived from the movie <RRR>

Choi, Jai—Kyoung

This paper compares and analyzes the narrative structure of the Indian
film <RRR> and the YouTube music video <Naatu-Naatu>, which was
made by cutting out a dance sequence from the film but has a complete
story in itself. The purpose of this paper is to uncover the narrative
strategies of the local film director considering the global content market
called YouTube and its consumer behavior through this comparative
analysis. In order to compare and analyze how the theme and core narrative
of <RRR>, a feature film featuring numerous characters, was transformed
and captured in a 4-minute music video centered on the dance of the two
male protagonists, Greimas’ structuralist semiotic theory was applied. In the
process of compression from <RRR> to <Naatu-Naatu>, the composition of
the characters and the actor model were creatively transformed, but the core
element that appears repeatedly in both and constitutes deep meaning was
the same in that it was ‘victory.” The reason why the YouTube music video
<Naatu Naatu> was able to gain global popularity over the feature film
<RRR> while conveying the same in-depth meaning is that the movie
<RRR> exaggerated the superiority of Indian heroes over the British, but
<Naatu-Naatu> focused on the victory of the weak over the strong through
a story simplified to entertainment and dance competitions.

Keywords : YouTube, music video, Greimas, Semiotics, Narrative, Naatunaatu, RRR,

Film, Dance
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