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29) Eiseman, Op. cit., p.39.
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31) Fobes(2011). The Real Story Behind Apple’s ‘Think Different” Campaign,
https://www.forbes.com/sites/onmarketing/2011/12/14/the-real-story-behind-apples-think-
different-campaign/?sh=52e6739662ab( A1 4 2023.08.16.)

32) Complete 66 Mac vs PC ads + Mac & PC WWDC Intro + Siri Intro
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0eEGSLVXdKo&t=10s&ab_channel=AngusLo(73 1
2l 2023.08.16.)

33) Windows 109] 7], $F i=9] ®.7], https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rfLveljAPZY (3]
ARQ] 2023.08.16.)
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34) Wikipedia, Personal computer, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Personal_computer (7448
2023.02.17.)

35) Invention of the PC, https://www.history.com/topics/inventions/invention-of-the-pc#the-
invention-of-the-pc(AAM Y 2023.02.17.)
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40) Erik Sandberg-Diment, PERSONAL COMPUTERS; HARDWARE REVIEW: APPLE
WEIGHS IN WITH MACINTOSH, The NewYork Times, 1984.01.24. https:/www.
nytimes.com/1984/01/24/science/personal-computers-hardware-review-apple-weighs-in-
with-macintosh.html (A1 2023.01.16.)
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Complete 66 Mac vs PC ads + Mac & PC WWDC Intro + Siri Intro
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0eEG5LVXdKo&t=10s&ab_channel=An
gusLo

Erik Sandberg-Diment, PERSONAL COMPUTERS; HARDWARE REVIEW:
APPLE WEIGHS IN WITH MACINTOSH, The NewYork Times,
1984.01.24. https://www.nytimes.com/1984/01/24/science/personal-computers-
hardware-review-apple-weighs-in-with-macintosh.html

Fobes(2011). The Real Story Behind Apple’s ‘Think Different” Campaign,
https://www.forbes.com/sites/onmarketing/2011/12/14/the-real-story-behind-a
pples-think-different-campaign/?sh=52e6739662ab

Invention of the PC, https://www.history.com/topics/inventions/invention-of-the-
pcttthe-invention-of-the-pc

MS-DOS https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/MS-DOS

Panel, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Panel (computer software)
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Visual Identity and Narrative Identity of
Computer Operating Systems:
Focusing on Windows and MacOS

Kwon, Seung—-Tae

Visual explanations and narrative understanding of computer operating
systems can be a foundational resource for digital literacy. Therefore, this
study derives the visual identity and narrative identity of Windows and
macOS, the most popular computer operating systems. To this end, this
study divides the images of the two computer operating systems into a
figurative series and a visual series, and organizes the differences between
each expression form and its corresponding content form into a
semi-symbolic system. And in order to understand this structure in the
real changing reality, the story of the subject is examined by taking two
computer operating systems as the subject. Both Windows and MacOS
have the same semantic function as a personal tool that executes various
tasks, manages files and devices, and searches the Internet by running the
operating system’s own functions and applications on the desktop, but the
visual form that reveals them is different. Overall, Windows is the strong
artificiality of efficiency, technology, and logic with its text-centric, rising
straight lines and complex organization, while macOS is the soft
naturalness of experience, innovation, and intuition with its image-centric,
descending curves and simple organization. In addition both products have
a narrative identity that is a dialectic of character and self-preservation in
that they both boldly cut off from the existing operating system and
borrowed new technologies from other companies, innovating a computer
that was a professional calculator into a personal media. As a result, both
products have use value and basic value, but while Windows emphasizes
practical value and economic value as use value, MacOS emphasizes ludic
value and utopian value as basic value. The significance of this study is
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that it explored the foundational assets of digital literacy through visual

descriptions and narrative comprehension of two computer operating
systems.

Keywords : Windows, MacOS, Visual identity, Narrative identity, Semi-symbolic system
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