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Jiha Kim’s Life Poetics and Poetic Language Seen through
Spinoza’s Conatus

Kim, Nan—Hee

The purpose of this study is to read Kim Ji-ha’s Life Poetics and his
poetic language anew through Baruch de Spinoza’s concept of conatus. If
Spinoza’s conatus is the principle of life that structured the duality of
preservation and coexistence, Jiha Kim’s principle of complementarity
called 5 can also be seen as the principle of life that shows the duality
of ‘sinmyeong’ as resistance and ‘teum’ as symbiosis. Kim Ji-ha’s Life
Poetics and poetic language can be seen as having been continuously
transformed in connection with the idea of life that he has consistently
pursued and explored, rather than being of a specific period distinguished
by his poet career. This can be seen as the poetics of Shinmyeong, the
poetics of Teum, and the poetics of Yulyeo. These three poetics are later
systematized as they converge into the integrated life-poetics of ‘white
shade’. In this paper, focusing on the poetics of sinmyeong and the teum,
at what point can they be in common with Spinoza’s conatus, and what
are their implications wanted to take a look. The dual attributes of
conatus, preservation and coexistence, are essentially in line with Kim
Ji-ha’s core element of life thought,5 or F$AH#% Based on this point,
in this paper, ‘Shinmyung Poetics’in the 1970s and 1980s was examined
as a conatus of preservation, and ‘poetics of teum’ from the 1990s to the
early 2000s as a conatus of coexistence. This will be an opportunity to
interpret Kim Ji-ha’s life-poetics and poetry from a different perspective,
and it will be an opportunity to more actively explain Kim Ji-ha’s
life-poetics and poetic language in the relationship with Spinoza’s
Conatus.
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