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On the Communication and Semiosis of the Metaverse:
Focusing on Roblox

Kang, Soo—Hwan

The “Metaverse Roadmap” project was revealed 2007, and now the topic
of the Metaverse is once more in the spotlight. In order to understand the
effect that the media-technological conditions on the metaverse have on the
ways of communication and the semiosis of (digital) signs, this study
examines Roblox, a representative metaverse service at the moment. At first,
this paper reviews the characteristics of Roblox as metaverse, and then
concentrates on three of them: the Roblox communication aspect, the
semiosis between humans and machines aspect, and the writing possibilities
in the metaverse. In the communication section, Greimas’ actantial model is
applied to examine the effects of messages sent by Roblox Corporation as
a sender in a deep structure. At this time, the message reaching the user was
effecting in a form that included both factors. The aspect of the user and
computer performing mutual semiosis while facing one another through the
screen is discussed in the semiosis section. As a result, it was found that
the information value processed in the metaverse affected and influenced the
conscious/unconscious choices of the user (depending on the algorithm) by
being presented to the user again through the screen. Finally, a writing tool
offered by Roblox called “Roblox Studio” is examined in the writing part.
This examines what significance and potential a user might have by
comprehending the metaverse’s grammatical and compositional rules.

Keywords : Metaverse, Roblox, Communication, Informational Semiosis, Media, Writing
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