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A Passion and Discourse Semiotics Analysis of
French Poet Baudelaire’s Poem “Swan”

Hong, Jeong—Pyo

The purpose of this paper was to examine discourse instances,
positional fields, positional actants, depth, rhetorical dimensions, and the
"Flowers of Evily, and passion and discourse semiotically analyze "Swan,
contained in the "Flowers of Evily, a collection of poems of Baudelaire.
In discourse semiotics, Fontanille dealt with how the body performs
spatial perception in the space where we live. He referred to the sensuous
body before becoming a subject as the instance, and specified the basic
characteristics of the positional field, the positional actants referring to the
orientational actant and the capturing actant, the depth deeply related to
the existential experience of the body, and the rhetorical dimension based
on the structure of the perceptual actant. The 'Flowers of Evily, a
collection of poems of Baudelaire, a pioneer of symbolism in France, is
considered not only the originator of symbolist poetry, but also the
greatest root that gave birth to modern Western poetry. The poem

"Swan_selected by us is considered one of the most beautiful poems in
the second chapter ‘Paris Landscape’ of the "Flower of Evily, and it can
be seen that the essence of the poet’s poetic creation is summarized in
this poem. "Swan, captured the pain and sense of loss of those who are
marginalized in the metropolitan society termed Paris, the widow who lost
her homeland and husband, the swan that lost its hometown, and the
losers in the city can all be said to be the symbols of the poet himself.
What dominate this poem are the regret and nostalgia for the disappearing
life, and the ancient myth was literarily transformed to make the poem
more beautiful and deeper. In the analysis, various analytical tools of
discourse semiotics were used, and in the passion semiotic analysis, the
subject of "Swanwas characterized with for aspect devices, /wants to be/,
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/should be/, /knows that it is not/, /cannot be/, and it was found that the
subject feels the passion of the sense of loss composed of these aspect
devices. In addition, this poem could be placed in a position where high
intensity and low range are combined in the tension scheme by showing
a sense of deficiency in general. This paper proved the way for the
methodology of passion and discourse semiotics to be applied to the
analysis of Baudelaire’s poems and its explanatory power.

Keywords : source, depth, target, dissociation, interlocking, positional field, positional

actant, center, horizon, instance
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