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The Semiotic Approach to the Predicate Mechanism of
Tautological Expressions and Metaphorical Expressions:
Focusing on ‘Perceptual Judgment’ and ‘Logical Interpretant’

Hong, Seung—Hye

The purpose of this study is to expand the discussion of the
representational characteristics of propositional signs to the cognitive
dimension by explaining the predicate mechanism of tautological and
metaphorical expressions through Peirce’s concepts of semiotics. Above
all, it is worth discussing the distinct sign mechanism of tautological
expressions in that ‘A is A’ has become a commonly used sentence type
in everyday life. I focus on that the predicate ‘noun+yida(=is)’ describes
the property or state of the subject, like a verb or adjective, rather than
categorizing the subject or placing the two concepts in an equivalence
relation. I suppose that the idea that ‘nountyida(=is)’ represents
presupposes the speaker’s conceptualization of the object that the noun
refers to. The conceptualization is based on ‘perceptual judgment’, the
process of abstracting qualities from the object and interpreting them, and
‘logical interpretant’, which takes the form of propositional signs. This
explains how the same expression can represent different predicate-ideas
depending on the speaker and context. On the other hand, I point out that
tautological expressions are distinguished from metaphorical expressions
in terms of formality in that the two relata are the same. In addition, the
difference between the two propositional signs is closely related to the
motive for the interpreter to refer to the conceptualized idea and the
representational effect of the signs. Meta-understanding of the predicate
mechanism of two propositional signs is expected to support expanded
research on language communication, including machine translation and
reasoning skill training of artificial intelligence.
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