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Advertisement, the Secret Hidden in the Symbol:
Focusing on the Semiotic Analysis of
the Initial Advertising Strategy of the TTL Brand

Oh, Jang—Geun * Jeon, Hyeong—Yeon

The purpose of this study is to understand what kind of symbolic images
the dominant cultural code of the time was represented by and how it was
used to create meaning in visual-oriented advertisements through the
semiotic structure analysis of the initial advertising strategies of TTL brands
filled with various symbolic images. For this purpose, this study selected
TV commercials of <Breaked Fishbowl>, <Are You Happy>, and <Tomato>
out of 10 TTL advertisement series provided by SK Telecom from July
1999 to November 2000 as the subject of analysis. This is because the
<Breaked Fishbowl> episode symbolized the desire to find freedom, the
initial concept of the TTL advertising series, the <Are You Happy> episode
was thought to express the process of finding freedom for the 20 years
old along with the meaning of TTL as a communication tool. Lastly, in
<Tomato> episode, along with the strong impression of a tomato that
symbolizes the identity of a 20-year-old, a lot of linguistic information that
could not be seen in previous TTL advertisements appeared, and the target
voice in their twenties was directly delivered through language information.
It was because it showed a different look from the existing TTL
advertisements in the expression technique. In the end, this paper explains
the process of constructing the meaning of visual-oriented advertising that
composes the message with non-verbal visual signs by analyzing the TTL
brand’s advertising strategy from a semiotic point of view for these three
advertisements. It confirms that the semiotic methodology is very useful
and provides meaningful clues.

Keywords : advertisement, semiotics, TTL advertisement, cultural branding, culture code
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