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Passion and Semiosis of the Body:
A Study on the Body of a Sports Player

Song, Chi—Man

The purpose of this study is to look at the process of forming the body
of a sports player. Based on the image of health, the body of a sports player
is an object of reverence and adoration. However, the athlete’s body
undergoes distorted changes due to excessive competition. When a body
suitable for the characteristics of an individual sport is formed, certain parts
of the body tend to develop relatively. We can confirm this situation through
the comments of Eco and Barthes.

In order to look at this phenomenon from a systematic point of view
beyond the level of intuitive criticism, we would like to refer to the
semiotics of the Paris School. As problems such as sensory subjects and
passions emerged as new issues, the problem of the body became a
semiotic object. The question of the automatic construction of sign and
the question of the automation of generative trajectory, which is a core
concept of the Paris School, made it possible to deal with the problem
of the body in detail.

In this flow, Fontanille uses the body as a semiotic object and proposes
a distinction between the body-actant as the basis of semiotic operation
and the figures of corporality appearing in concrete semiotic objects.
Based on this concept, the semiotics of traces can be conceived. The
figurative expression of the body-actant is affected by the interaction
between the body-actant, retaining traces of that interaction, and
constructing a figurative memory based on this.

The concept of Fontanille can be applied to the process of forming the
body of sports player. In the sensory field, the player’s movements come
into contact with the others envelope, from which the deformation of the
body occurs. At this time, the traces of the interaction are left intact on
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the player’s body. Since the concept of figurative memory is based on
body-actant interactions, body memory is embodied in various ways in
sports. After all, the aspect of the figurative expression of the player’s
body in various sports is bound to vary.

Keywords : Semiotics, Generative trajectory, Passion, Body, Sports
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