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Semiotic Action and Modalities

Song, Chi—Man

The semio-narrative structure of the school of Paris has developed
through repeated revisions and supplements of theories, and the concept
of modality plays an important role in its history. As Gremas argues, the
development of narrative grammar is in line with the concept of modality.
Understanding the concept of narrative schema and modality, which
occupies the core of the narrative level of the generative trajectory, is a
prerequisite for narrative analysis of various genres. This study aims to
examine the way modality works in the level of manipulation and
competence of narrative schema, and to consider ways that can be
effectively utilized in practical analysis. The relationship between the roles
of wvarious actants develops into various narrative actions through
modality. It was confirmed that the possibility of understanding narrative
action and applying it to analysis was expanded as the modlaity of
/believing/ was added to the modalities of /having to/, /wanting/, /being
able/, /knowing/ of the early theory. In the contract, we looked at the
ways in which the modalities of /having to/, /wanting/ affect the
composition of the subject and the change of identity, and pointed out the
parts that the existing theories overlooked. In the process of competence,
the modalities of /being able/, /knowing/ was suggested a way to
overcome the shortcomings of the existing theory, and tried to secure the
consistency of the analysis. Only the mutual understanding of narrative
schema and modalities guarantees not only the completeness of the theory
but also the efficiency of analysis.

Keywords : Narrative schema, Modality, Semiotic action, Contract, Competence
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